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ver the Summer, the Stewardship Council at St. 

John’s began working to determine the next stage in 

fostering the life of Stewardship at St. John’s. A large portion 

of this task has been seeking a deeper understanding of 

stewardship in relation to the whole Christian life. The main 

question we wanted to answer was: “What makes stewardship 

a specifically Christian way of living?” This question was 

important to the Stewardship Council because if we did not 

have a proper grasp of the answer to this question, our efforts 

to raise up stewards at St. John’s would risk becoming 

detached from the greater mission of the Universal Church. 

This would deprive these efforts of their proper spirit and 

fruit.  With this question in mind, the Stewardship Council 

decided that taking the time for a small retreat would play an 

important role in answering this question. I would like to 

share the content of this retreat and some of its fruits.    

he retreat was led by Monsignor Thomas Richter 

who brought us to the heart of what Christian 

stewardship is essentially: A response of gratitude to the self-

gift of Christ which moves us to make our own gift of self to 

the Blessed Trinity. With this defined, Monsignor Richter 

explained that this generous response to God is awakened 

and fostered by a real lived relationship with Christ. The 

dynamics of this lived relationship with Jesus Christ and the 

Blessed Trinity shaped the content of Monsignor’s talks.  

Specifically, he focused on two dynamics of this relationship 

which can summed up in the acronyms R-I-M and A-R-R-R.     

Relationship, Identity, Mission    
he first dynamic of relationship with Christ is 

captured by the acronym R-I-M. These letters stand 

for relationship, identity, and mission. This acronym is meant to 

show us the proper ordering of the Christian life. The most 

central part of the Christian life is a lived relationship with 

God.  Pope Benedict XVI wrote:  

We have come to believe in God's love: in these words the 
Christian can express the fundamental decision of his life. Being 
Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but 
the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new 
horizon and a decisive direction. (Deus Caritas Est, 1)  

Before anything else, the Christian must first encounter the 

person of Jesus Christ and begin to live in relationship with 

Him. Through this relationship, one becomes more and more 

aware, and therefore more able to receive the gift of, one’s 

true identity as a beloved son or daughter of God. Lastly, by 

entering into relationship with Jesus Christ and coming to 

know our most fundamental identity through it, we come to 

know our true mission. In the words of Pope Benedict, the 

recognition of this identity gives one’s life a “decisive 

direction.”  This dynamic is enlightening because we often try 

to begin from mission; allowing our identity to be defined by 

it. We let ourselves to be defined in terms of what “I do” 

instead what “I am.” Beginning from our identity as beloved 
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children of the Father allows us to avoid the pitfalls of judging 

our worth based upon our successes or failures. We 

recognize, instead, that our worth and dignity are rooted in 

the gratuitous gift of God who adopted us as His children in 

His son Jesus. The right ordering of these three things in our 

life; relationship, identity, and mission, then allows one to act 

from freedom and not from fear. When I enter into 

relationship with God and that relationship reveals to me that 

I am a beloved child of God, regardless of anything I myself 

do, I can act from the guarantee of the Father’s love instead of 

from a desire to earn His approval or a fear that what He 

offers will not satisfy the deepest desires of my heart.  

ow does this effect stewardship? When 

stewardship begins in relationship, it becomes 

more than just an offering of time, talent, and treasure to God. 

Instead, stewardship becomes the loving gift of oneself to 

another, namely God, who has given His whole self to us. 

When stewardship begins in relationship, our giving of time, 

talent, and treasure are then transformed into a manifestation 

of that deeper reality: self-gift.  The participants of the retreat 

found this perspective illuminating.  One participant wrote 

afterwards:  

Stewardship, church, Knights of Columbus, and etc. were 
always some tasks that needed to be performed in order to make 
my way to heaven.  I never felt I was worthy of heaven or that I 
would actually get there but if I just kept plugging away and 
doing my assigned tasks I had a chance.  I could not have been 
more wrong and this is what I discovered at our retreat.  I am 
not worthy and no matter how hard I try I will never be worthy 
but that isn't the point.  The point is that God through the 
sacrifice of his son Jesus makes me worthy.  I have had my eyes 
opened and have started a relationship with Jesus and through 
that relationship I will be a much better steward for our brothers 
and sisters at St John.  I will still do my tasks and be a part of 
everything I can but not as an obligation but out of love.  I look 
forward to what Jesus has in store for me and where he will lead 
me now that I am willing to listen and trust in him. 

This participant came to see that stewardship is not a means 

of earning salvation. Instead, salvation has already been 

given to us as a gift in baptism. We need only accept it and 

cooperate with it for God to bring it to completion. 

Stewardship is the response of one who has recognized the 

greatness of this gift and makes returns of love for it. 

Stewardship is allowing the gift of salvation, of sanctifying 

grace, to grow and flourish in us. The recognition of this gift 

and the realization of our identity, however, can only truly 

take root and transform our lives in the context of a lived 

relationship with God.   

Acknowledge, Relate, Receive, Respond 

he second dynamic, A-R-R-R, fleshes out what is 

meant by a real lived relationship with God. This 

acronym gives us steps by which we can begin to form this 

relationship. This is important because if our efforts at 

stewardship should be outgrowths of our relationship with 

God, then we need to know what it means to live in 

relationship with God.   

 cknowledge: The first step of living in relationship 

with God is to humbly and truthfully acknowledge the 

thoughts, feelings, and desires of one’s heart.  This first step 

is crucial to entering into relationship with God. He desires 

us to give Him our hearts; and if we do not know our own 

hearts, we will be unable to do so.  In this first step, we ask 

the Holy Spirit to help us know and acknowledge what is in 

our hearts, even those parts we would rather ignore or leave 

hidden. It is in those areas, especially, where the Lord wants 

us to let Him love us. Taking the time for silent prayer, which 

allows us to focus on our interior life instead of the 

distractions of the external world, is essential to this step.  

 elate: The second step is to honestly relate to God 

the thoughts, feelings, and desires he has brought to 

our attention. In relating these to Him, we are surrendering 

them to Him, saying “thy will be done.” It is important to note 

that thinking about something in relation to God is different 

than relating something to God. For many of us, after we 

acknowledge what is happening in our hearts, we go no 

further than thinking about questions such as “What would 

God want me to do about this?” While this is a great way to 

approach questions about our lives, it is incomplete until we 

take the next step of relating it to God by saying, “God, this is 

H 

T 

A 

R 



 
 

 
3 

 

in my heart, what are you asking of me?” or “Jesus, I have this 

desire is it from you or some other place?” These are 

relational questions. Relating to God, in this way, is central to 

entering into relationship with Him because, by doing so, we 

are relating the contents of our heart and lives to Him in faith.  

The foundation of our relationship with God is faith in what 

He has revealed about Himself, and so relating to Him in a 

sincere manner our thoughts, feelings, and desires is an 

exercise of this faith which believes that God is personal and 

has a personal concern for me.   

eceive: Once we have humbly related to God, then 

the next stage of this relational dynamic is to 

gratefully receive whatever is given.  This second R can, at 

times, be the most difficult because it requires great trust in 

the goodness of God.  When one relates to God, one does so 

in trust that He will enter into that area of one’s life or heart 

and act in the manner most for one’s good; even if this 

sometimes comes in silence. Part of receiving is the faith to 

trust that even though God’s immediate answer to me is often 

silence He is still working for my good. Another reason this 

step of receiving can be difficult for us is that Jesus may 

respond to us by calling us to enter into those dark areas of 

our heart; where we are ashamed, where we lack trust, where 

we have been hurt. He does this so that he can heal us of these 

impediments to faith, hope, and charity.  Often, we respond 

with fear to this because of our lack of trust in the love and 

mercy of the Father.   However, if we step forward in trust 

that whatever God gives us is for our good, because he is all-

good, this will open us to receive God’s responses to us as 

they come by His providence.   

espond: When we gratefully receive from God, the 

fruit of this should be a generous response in 

thanksgiving for all that He has given. This response can take 

innumerable forms. It might simply be a prayer of praise or 

thanksgiving.  It might lead one to answer the call to a certain 

ministry or vocation. It might even be as simple as bringing 

forth new thoughts, feelings, and desires which need to be 

related to God. Not drawing back from Him, but again 

relating to Him in an act of faith the depths of one’s heart. 

This part of the relational dynamic is where relationship with 

God touches stewardship.  Stewardship is the result of living 

in relationship with God. It is the mature response of one who 

has received God’s gifts and now responds generously out of 

love of the Giver.  The full practice of stewardship flows from 

living in relationship with God and generously offering to 

Him ourselves as He offered us Himself in Jesus Christ.   

here is much more that could be said about these 

dynamics of relationship and this article provides 

only an inadequate summery. However, as the Stewardship 

Council became aware of, through this retreat, beginning to 

live one’s faith in this dynamic leads to a deeper experience 

of God. Monsignor Richter began the retreat with a reflection 

on the Fall found in Genesis 3.  The main cause of the fall is 

that Adam and Eve succumbed to Satan’s temptations to lose 

trust in the Father’s unreserved goodness to them.  He 

tempted them to believe that God was withholding 

something of His goodness from them.  This is the root of sin, 

and, because of the fall, each of us suffer from this same lack 

of trust which manifests itself in numerous ways.  Beginning 

to live in this dynamic, of relating the contents of our hearts 

to Christ in faith, is the remedy to this effect of the Fall.  If we 

are to truly become stewards of the gifts of the Father, 

reestablishing this trust is necessary. When this trust is 

established, we will give all that we have received back to 

Him unreservedly for we will know that he will not leave us 

destitute and that he holds no good thing back from us. This 

leads to the major conclusion of our retreat: Stewardship is the 

fruit of discipleship and that, at an even more radical level, 

discipleship is the fruit of relationship.  In order to truly live lives 

of stewardship, we must live from relationship with the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Let us pray that we will all 

receive the grace to live this relationship with the Holy and 

Blessed Trinity and that we will let everything in our lives 

flow from it.
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Summer Youth Cookouts 
his Summer St. John’s hosted three cookouts for 
the youth of our parish.  The purpose of having 
these cookouts was two-fold. The first reason was 

to help the youth of our parish interact and get to know one 
another.  The other was to begin to generate interest for the 
youth group that would begin meeting in September at St. 
John’s.    

These cookouts were meant to be a relaxing and fun time 
with yard games, music, and good company. We were also 
blessed to have speakers who shared, with us, their experience 
of following Jesus.  At the first cookout in June, four seminarians 
shared the story of how they came to hear God calling them to 
discern a vocation to the priesthood. Each of the seminarians 
had a unique path, and God called them through a variety of 
means. However, it was interesting to see how, even amidst the 
differences of their stories, their vocation stories all shared one 
common factor: An encounter with the person of Jesus Christ 
through prayer and the sacraments.   

During the second cookout, Maddie and John Dinkel shared 
the story of how God called them to serve as FOCUS (Fellowship 
of Catholic University Students) Missionaries at the University 
of Mary for two years. They also shared the joys and blessings 
that answering God’s call to serve Him, in this way, brought 
them.  One major theme of their talk was how their “yes” to God 
was a matter of continually receiving each opportunity they 
were given as a gift from God.  They shared how this openness 
to God’s gifts allowed them to keep walking through the doors 
he opened for them. A beautiful aspect of having the 
seminarians and the Dinkels share their stories at these 
gatherings was that it presented people seeking the will of God 
for their lives in a variety of different vocations.  Their 
testimonies revealed God’s desire to make all of us holy 
regardless of the vocation he calls us to. 

The last cookout of the Summer was held near the end of 
August and was meant to be a night of fun and relaxation as the 
school year began.  We had a fire at the church, ate pulled pork 
sandwiches, and discussed the upcoming year. 

Overall, the three cookouts were fun events which gave our 
youth and youth minister the opportunity to get to know each 
other. The newly formed St. John’s Youth Group meets 
Wednesday nights at 7:30 in the family room. 

St. John’s Schola 

ecently some St. John’s parishioners have 
formed a new group to provide people with 
another way to share their musical talents 

with our community. This new opportunity is the 
formation of a Schola Cantorum, latin for school of chant.  
This group was founded with the purpose of learning and 
bringing to the parish the traditional music of the church: 
Gregorian chant. For those of you who attended mass the 
evening of the Assumption of Mary, this group made its 
debut at that Mass.  The Schola at St. John’s was founded 
under the inspiration of the Second Vatican Council’s 
teachings on liturgical music, which stated:   

The musical tradition of the universal Church is a treasure 
of inestimable value, greater even than that of any other art. 
The main reason for this pre-eminence is that, as sacred song 
united to the words, it forms a necessary or integral part of 
the solemn liturgy… The Church acknowledges Gregorian 
chant as specially suited to the Roman liturgy: therefore, 
other things being equal, it should be given pride of place in 
liturgical services. (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 112, 116)  

Inspired by this exhortation, the Schola at St. John’s desires 
to learn and perform chant so as to hand on and preserve 
the sacred music which forms an important part of the 
liturgical patrimony of the Church.  This music is the same 
that would have been heard by many of the saints, and 
which played a part in inspiring them to the great love of 
God they had. When we hear it, we are united with the 
Church as it has prayed the liturgy throughout history.   

With this in mind, the Schola would like to invite 
anyone who would like to help us bring to life, in our 
parish, this “treasure of inestimable value” to join us. 
Currently, the Schola practices on Saturday mornings at 9 
am, and will sing at at least one mass a month, with the 
hopes that as the Schola grows we will be able to sing at 
more. If you would like to learn more please contact, Zach 
Wald at 839-7076. 
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Why the New Pew Missal?  
What are the Propers of the Mass? 

eginning this Advent, St. 

John’s will be introducing 

a new pew Missal to replace the 

Heritage Missal we currently use.  

This new pew missal, the Ignatius 

Pew Missal, will still provide 

everything the Heritage Missal 

previously provided us, but also has 

some features, not found in the 

Heritage Missal, which will provide a 

great benefit to our celebration of the 

liturgy. I would like to explain one of these features and how it will 

provide a new layer of depth to our experience of the Mass.  I hope this 

explanation helps show how the inclusion of these things in the 

celebration of the Mass will help us to participate more fully in the liturgy.    

o just what is this new material that the Ignatius Pew missal 

provides us with? This would be what are called the propers of 

the Mass.  Most Catholics are 

aware that some parts of the 

Mass never change. The Gloria is 

always said on Sunday except in 

Lent and Advent; the Creed is 

always the same; the Lamb of 

God (Agnus Dei) and the Holy, 

Holy, Holy (Sanctus) are always 

said.  These unchanging parts of 

the mass are called the Ordinary.  

Most Catholics are also aware 

that some parts change every mass depending on what week of the 

liturgical year it is or what feast day is being celebrated.  These parts, 

which include for example the opening prayer (collect) and the readings, 

are called the propers since they are proper to that liturgical day. However, 

it is less widely known that the Church has provided not only proper 

prayers and readings, but also chants which are proper to each day. When 

it comes to having music during the liturgy, these chants are the preferred 

option of the Church (They are often replaced with 

hymns which have benefits of their own).  For those 

who are attendees of daily mass, the Entrance 

Antiphon and the Communion Antiphon are 

examples of some of these chants.   

he Ignatias Pew Missal will allow us to begin 

singing these texts during the mass as it 

provides simple musical settings for the entrance and 

communion antiphons. These texts are often drawn 

straight from the scripture and provide further 

reflection on the readings for the day or the mystery 

being celebrated. These chants and antiphons have 

been refined over the course of centuries, even over 

millennia in some cases, and so they bring us into the 

Church’s contemplation of the scriptures and the 

mysteries of the Faith over Her entire history. In other 

words, the use of the antiphons allows us to receive 

and inherit in a deeper way, 

through the liturgy, the 

experience of the faith of all 

those who have come before us.    

his can even be extended back 

beyond Catholic history 

to the Jewish Temple 

worship.  Many of the Proper 

texts are taken directly from the 

book of psalms.  This book of 

songs was the primary source of 

the prayers which were used in the Jewish Temple 

liturgies. Using the propers more clearly brings out the 

reality that the Christian Eucharist is the fulfillment 

of the temple sacrifices. It reminds us that the same 

psalms proclaim both the experience of Israel and of 

the Church, Israel’s fulfillment.  
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I wept at the beauty of your hymns and canticles 
and was powerfully moved at the sweet sound of 
Your Church’s singing. These sounds flowed into 
my ears, and the truth streamed into my heart: so 
that my feelings of devotion overflowed, and the 
tears ran from my eyes, and I was happy in them.  
 -St. Augustine, Confessions,  
 writing of the chant at the Cathedral of Milan  
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nother advantage is that, often, the traditional name given a 

particular liturgy is taken from the first word of the entrance 

antiphon. Two of the best examples are Gaudete Sunday in Advent and 

Laetare Sunday in Lent (These are the weeks rose is the liturgical color).  

On Gaudete Sunday, the entrance antiphon begins with the words Gaudete 

in Domino, or “Rejoice in the Lord.” On Laetare Sunday, the entrance 

antiphon opens with the words Laetare, Jerusalem or “Rejoice, Jerusalem.” 

The use of the propers helps us to understand where certain aspects, such 

as these examples, of our Catholic culture come from.   

ith this I hope it becomes clear why these propers are an 

important part of the liturgy to recover.  They are the official 

texts of the Mass.  When we sing them, we are not just singing at mass, we 

are singing the mass.  The use of the proper chants allows our singing at 

mass to be more deeply integrated within the whole of the celebration.  

The use of the propers at St. John’s will not completely replace the use of 

hymns.  Instead, the introduction of the propers serves to complement our 

use of hymns in the liturgy by providing us with a greater variety of ways 

to sing the Lord’s praises.  

his last point raises one final question: If the propers are the official 

chants to be sung at mass why have they not been used? The main 

reason for this is that, until recently, there has not been substantial efforts 

made to translate the propers from Latin into English. Since the 

introduction of the vernacular into the celebration of the liturgy, the 

Church has allowed various options including the singing of hymns for 

music at mass to make up for this lack of resources and to allow for 

congregational singing to be accomplished with greater ease.  However, 

in the last decade substantial work has been done to not only translate the 

propers but also to set them to music that is simple enough to be sung by 

most choirs and congregations.  With this work being accomplished, there 

has been a tremendous effort made to reintroduce Catholics to the propers 

so that the liturgy could be experienced with the fullness of the texts the 

Church intends to be used.  With the introduction of the Ignatias Pew 

Missal this Advent, St. John’s parishioners will have the opportunity to 

have their experience of the mass deepened by the use of the propers.   

A 

W 

T Reminder: 
Please fill out and return 
your stewardship renewal  

commitment cards 
 

We are currently in the midst of our Annual 
time and talent renewal.  We have sent this 
year’s ministry guidebook to each parish 
household. We hope it will be beneficial to 
you as you make your renewal this year.  If 
you did not receive a guidebook in the mail, 
please let us know and we will make sure to 
get one to you. Please know of our 
appreciation for your efforts to live a life of 
stewardship over the past year.  The parish 
would not be the same without them. Thank 
you to all who have already made your 
commitment for the upcoming year! 
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Catechism Crossword 
(CCC indicates the paragraphs in the Catechism of the Catholic Church where the answer can be found)

 

      1    2  3                

      4                      

5                            

                            

               6    7         

                            

                            

  8                          

      9      10                

         11                   

                            

    12  13                  14    

              15   16  17         

                            

                     18       

19                            

                            

                     20       

                            

       21                      

                            

ACROSS 
4 The saint who wrote “Our hearts are restless until they rest in you, O God.”  
11 The first Joyful Mystery of the Rosary  
13 The indispensable element that “makes the marriage”; the “form” of marriage. (CCC 1625-1632)  
17 Under the influence of Charity, this virtue appears as a school of the gift of person. (CCC 2346-2347)  
18 A habitual and firm disposition to do good. (CCC 1833) 
19 The communication of the fruits of Christ’s paschal mystery through the celebration of the Church’s liturgy. (CCC 1076)  
20 This law expresses the original moral sense which enables man to discern by reason the good and the evil, the truth and the lie. (CCC 1954-1960) 
21 The sense of Scripture which seeks a more profound understanding of events by recognizing their significance in Christ. For example, the Crossing of the Red Sea 
prefiguring Baptism (CCC 117)   
 DOWN 
1 This art has the vocation of evoking and 
glorifying, in faith and adoration, the 
transcendent mystery of God. (CCC 2500-2503) 
2 This Marian Feast is celebrated on August 15th. 
3 One who has received the fullness of the 
sacrament of orders. (CCC 1594)    
5 The first person born in the United States to be 
canonized a saint.  
6 The last Pope before Vatican II.  
7 This category of virtues is infused by God at 
Baptism and adapt man’s faculties so that he/she 
can participate in the Divine Nature (CCC 1812 
and 1813)  
8 The name given to the Christian family because 
it is a specific revelation and realization of 
ecclesial communion. (CCC 2204-2206) 
9 This gift grants us participation in the life of 
God and introduces us into the intimacy of 
Trinitarian life. (CCC 1996 – 2005)  
10 The is establishes cooperation between God’s 
grace and man’s freedom. (CCC 1987-1995)  
12 This prepares and disposes the chosen people 
and each Christian for conversion and faith in the 
savior God. (CCC 1961-1964)  
14 The term for the Eucharist when it is given to 
a person on their deathbed. (CCC 1524)  
15 The pope who called Vatican II.  
16 The living relationship of the children of God 
with their Father who is good beyond measure, 
with his Son Jesus Christ and with the Holy 
Spirit. (CCC 2565)  

St. John the Apostle Catholic Church  
2600 W Central Ave. 
Minot, ND 58701 

The answer key is available at stjohnminot.com/stewardship-1 


